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!  S TA F F

! WHATÕS YOUR VIEW?

All views must include a home address and contact 
phone number. Published letters will also appear 
on the web site, www.MountainViewOnline.com, 
and occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  POST your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.MountainViewOnline.com

E-MAIL   your views to 
letters@MV-Voice.com. Indicate 
if it is a letter to be published.

MAIL   to: Editor 
Mountain View Voice, 
655 W. Evelyn, Suite 3, 
Mountain View, CA 94042.

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
964-6300, ext. 26.

Viewpoint
DESPERATE AND 
DINER-LESS
Edito r:
 This art icle really to uched a 
nerve!
 D owntown Mountain  View has 
all the upscale eateries, but m any 
o f us feel that what we need is an  
o ld fashio ned Am erican diner to  
ro u nd o ut the experience. Towns 
all over the U .S. have such places 
where peo ple m eet, have a cup o f 
co ffee o r can  f ind co m fo rt fo o d, 
so  why no t Mo u ntain  View? 
 I hope there is so m eo ne out 
there willing to  give this a go . I 
know that I wou ld be in there, and 
so  wou ld m any o f m y friends.

Margaret Turner 
Bonita Avenue 

IMMIGRATION DEBATE 
IRRELEVANT TO LOCAL 
WORKER CENTERS

Edito r:
 IÕm  writ ing in  suppo rt o f the 
Mo u ntain  View D ay Wo rker 
Center. Crit icism  o f the center 
IÕve read seem s to  fo cus o n  the 
issue o f i l legal im m igrat io n . 
Certain ly so m e fo rm  o f federal 
im m igratio n  po licy is needed, 
but is it reaso nable that we 
attem pt to  en fo rce im m igratio n  
po licies by m icro m anaging day 
wo rker centers? Or rather, as 
I believe, sho u ld we allow the 
develo pm ent and en fo rcem ent o f 
im m igratio n  po licy to  be carried 
o ut in  its own co urse? 
 Put t ing the im m igrat io n  issue 
aside, the D ay Wo rker Center 
perfo rm s a valu able service 

bo th fo r the co m m u n ity and 
fo r the wo rkers, and it do es so  
extrem ely well in  m y o pin io n . It 
is wo rth n o t ing that the in her-
en t dign ity o f wo rkers is clearly 
ho n o red by center po licy and by 
Maria Marro qu in , the faci l it yÕs 
directo r, and her staff in  center 
o perat io n s.
 In  o u r case, we m anage virtu-
al ly al l o f o u r ho useho ld- related 
tasks o u rselves, but we have 
jo bs and o ther respo n sibi l it ies 
to  co n ten d wit h, so  so m e-
t im es yard m ain tenance and 
im pro vem en t n eeds o u tst r ip 
o u r available t im e and skil l base. 
Acco rdingly, we are glad that 
the D ay Wo rker Center exists 
in  Mo u ntain  View, and we ho pe 
that it rem ain s as a co m m u n ity 
reso u rce indef in itely. I was also  
im pressed that center staff fo l-
lo wed up by calling m e to  ask if 
I was sat isf ied with the services 
that they pro vided.

Joyce England 
Snow Street 

IT IS OUR REPRESENTATIVESÕ 
DUTY TO CALL FOR 
IMPEACHMENT 

Edito r:
 Who  is to  pro tect the peo ple 
fro m  crim es co m m it ted by a 
presiden t? The Co n st it u t io n  
places this respo nsibility o n  the 
H o use o f Representatives and 
gives it the necessary powers o f 
im peachm ent. 
 What then  has this adm in is-
trat io n  do ne? List ing o n ly the 

Whether they know it o r no t, Mo untain  View 
residents have a trem endo us asset right under 
their feet Ñ  a network o f hiking and biking 

trails that is growing every year, and u lt im ately will reach all 
fo ur sides o f the co m m un ity.
 As no ted in  last weekÕs Voice, yo u can walk o r ride a bicycle 
alo ng Stevens Creek Trail fro m  the Shoreline recreatio n  area 
to  El Cam ino  Real, and so o n, that o bstacle will disappear 
when a tun nel is co m pleted under the busy highway. The 
trail u lt im ately will reach Mo untain  View H igh Scho o l o n  
the very so uthern  edge o f the city, where it easily co u ld be 
extended into  Lo s Alto s.
 Altho ugh by far the cityÕs m o st develo ped trail, do ubling 
as a recreatio nal reso urce and a co m m uter ro ute fo r cyclists, 
Stevens Creek is by no  m eans the o n ly o ne. The Perm anente 
Creek Trail provides ano ther no rth-so uth right- o f-way that 
has reached H ighway 101, and is expected to  co ntinue o n, 
past Old Middlefield Way, to  the Crit tenden /Whism an  
Sports Center o n  Middlefield Ro ad. U n fo rtunately this trail 
will end there, but it is ho ped walkers and cyclists will be 
able to  co ntinue o n  surface streets until they hit the H etch 
H etchy Trail, the o n ly east-west ro ute in  the city.
 But there is a hitch in  H etch H etchy. Altho ugh co nven-
t io nal co nstructio n  is pro hibited o n  the right- o f-way to  allow 
fo r m aintenance o f the huge undergro und aqueduct, m uch 
o f the po tential trail area is paved over fo r parking lo ts, o r is 
used as o pen space aro und residential o r co m m ercial pro p-
erty alo ng the ro ute. Co uncil m em ber Ro n it Bryant is 
pessim istic abo ut the city ever being able to  develo p this 
cro ss- town trail. 
 N evertheless, the city sho u ld no t give up ho pe o f f inding 
an  east-west ro ute, even if so m e sectio ns m ust use surface 
streets. In  fact, the city sho u ld m ake it a prio rity to  extend 
this trail system  in  any way it can.
 The beauty o f the cityÕs trail system  is how pain lessly it 
cam e abo ut. City m anager Kevin  D uggan recalls that 20 
years ago  there were virtually no  trails in  Mo untain  View, 
and now there are several m iles o f trails, with m ore plan ned. 
They add im m easurable quality o f life to  residents here, 
o pen ing up walking and biking co rrido rs fro m  m o st parts 
o f the city to  all the recreatio nal o ptio ns at Shoreline. 
 As m ore o pportun it ies arise to  upgrade existing trails o r 
develo p new o nes, the city sho u ld no t hesitate to  keep the 
ball ro lling. Every m ile is worth every pen ny.

Save some for the trail
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