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Mark your calendars  for  the
10th annual Trailblazer Race on
Sunday morning September 26!
This is our major annual fund-
raiser and will once again offer
a full range of fun, healthy ac-
tivities for the whole family.
Our USATF certified 10K and 5K
races are flat and fast. Our 5K
Trail Walk is flat and as fast as
you feel like walking.

The Races begin in front of the
Microsoft campus and quickly
head north on Stevens Creek
Trail.  The 10K Race actually
circles most of Shoreline Park, while the 5K
Race turns back shortly after entering the
park. The 5K Trail Walk follows a separate
route heading south on the Trail and turns
back at the Evelyn Avenue trailhead. Free
children’s fun races following the main
events are included as well.

Participants who pre-register by Septem-
ber 10th will receive a natural color T-shirt
with the new Egret Trailblazer logo. Day-of-
event registrants or online registrants made
after September 10th will receive a T-shirt as
supplies allow.

Registration: Advance At Event

Adult 5K/10K Race $24 $28
Adult 5K Trail Walk $18 $22
Youth 5K/10K or Walk $12 $15
Children’s Fun Races FREE FREE

Registration is available online through
our web site at www.stevenscreektrail.org.

All events start and finish at the Moun-
tain View campus of Microsoft, our host and
presenting sponsor, located alongside the
Trail. The festival area by the race starting
line will provide free food, water, and enter-
tainment following the main events. We will
again have our traditional drawing for one
of many valuable prizes, with all registered
participants automatically entered.

We always need volunteers to help set
up, manage, and then take down the entire
event. If you are interested in volunteering
for the race, please contact Jan Frankum at
Jan_Frankum@stevenscreektrail .org or
call  408-255-5780. Publicity and raffle
prizes are also always welcome. See you at
the Trailblazer!
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Trailblazer Race 2004

California Trail Day/
Creek Clean-up
On April 17, 2004, twenty-eight community
volunteers celebrated California Trail Day
and Earth Day by participating in a clean-up
of Stevens Creek. Co-sponsored by the
Friends of Stevens Creek Trail and the City
of Mountain View, the event attracted
volunteers who removed trash and debris
that would otherwise impact creek habitat
or wash into the bay. Teams of volunteers led
by a Team Captain focused on creek clean-
up between La Avenida and Landels Trail-
heads. Their efforts resulted in 30 bags of
trash. The spring rains had washed down
the usual items such as cans, bottles, plas-
tic items, and golf balls, along with one of
the larger trash items of the day—a car seat!
The day started off with sunny skies but a
heavy downpour came down soon after.
Luckily the showers did not deter activities,
and by lunchtime the group was ready for
pizza. Thanks to everyone involved and to
Tony & Alba’s and Synopsys for their sup-
port with lunch.
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Design by Palo Alto Artist Bill Murray



In November, more than 230 members of the
community attended the “Celebration of
Leaders” event hosted by the Mountain View
Chamber of Commerce. Nine community vol-
unteers were honored at this event including
Friends’ long-time volunteer, Jan Frankum.
Jan became involved in 1994, helped out at
the very first Trailblazer Race and has volun-
teered at every race since then. For the last
two years Jan has excelled in her role as Race
Volunteer Coordinator. For weeks she worked
calmly and tirelessly, e-mailing and phoning
prospective and returning volunteers. She co-
ordinated their race day assignments and
most importantly made sure they all had
breakfast refreshments before they began
their early-morning volunteer shifts. Thanks
to Jan’s efforts over 158 volunteers helped out
at the 9th Trailblazer Race last year.

Jan is also a dedicated Trail Work Day vol-
unteer helping with numerous creek clean-
ups, landscaping projects, fence painting,
etc. Like so many Mountain View citizens
and Trail users, Jan has pride in the Trail and
is always ready to pick up litter as she walks
along it. Jan has been a spokesperson for
promoting the Stevens Creek Trail by volun-
teering at the Friends’ booth at numerous
local Art & Wine Art Festivals. One of Jan’s
life goals is to see the Stevens Creek Trail
completed to the Creek’s headwaters in the
Santa Cruz Mountains. She believes with the
help of other volunteers, community lead-
ers, and the Friends of Steven Creek Trail or-
ganization that  this  mission can be
accomplished.
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Those of you who regularly travel the north-
ern portion of the Stevens Creek Trail are un-
doubtedly aware of the massive construction
project taking place at the merge of Highways
85 and 101 in Mountain View.  This $142 mil-
lion project promises to greatly ease traffic
flow along Highway 101 by separating traffic
exiting the highway from traffic entering the
highway. New ramps have been or will be
built at the Moffett Boulevard, Old Middlefield
Way, and Shoreline Boulevard interchanges.
A high-speed, carpool-to-carpool ramp will
be built from Highway 85 to Highway 101,
and a new street connecting Pear Avenue
and La Avenida will be constructed. With all
of the new ramps and lanes, Highway 101
will be seventeen lanes across at its widest
point! The entire project is due to be com-
plete by early 2006.

The Valley Transportation Authority and
the City of Mountain View have coordinated
with Friends of Stevens Creek Trail to mini-
mize construction disruption to Trail users.
Initial plans called for seasonal closure of the Trail where it crosses under Highway 101. For-
tunately, by installing a protective tunnel, Trail closures have been avoided. The tunnel was
removed for the rainy season, but is likely to be rebuilt as construction continues. Please be
cautious while crossing under the highway—visibility may be limited and construction noise
may mask the sound of oncoming Trail traffic.

For more information on the project please see the Santa Clara Valley Transportation
Authority website at www.vta.org/ or call the Mountain View Public Works Department at
(650) 903-6311.

Z

Rich Fischer, Master of Ceremonies presents
Jan Frankum with an Award for Volunteer of the Year

Highways 85 and 101
Interchange Construction Update

We are proud to announce the
10th Annual Trailblazer!

Come for the 10K or 5K Races, the
5K Trail Walk, or the Children’s Races.

For more general information or to
register online, go to our website at:

www.stevenscreektrail.org.
Interested in volunteering?
Contact Jan Frankum at:

Jan_Frankum@stevenscreektrail.org.
Hope to see you there!

Save the Date!
Trailblazer Race 2004
Sunday, September 26 Trail Advocates and Volunteers

Stay in Touch!

Many people have asked for e-mail

notification of upcoming Trail advocacy

issues, community meetings, and

volunteer opportunities. If you have not

been receiving any of these lately, we may

not have your current e-mail in our records.

Please send your e-mail address to:

friends@stevenscreektrail.org

Volunteer of the Year AwardVolunteer of the Year AwardVolunteer of the Year AwardVolunteer of the Year AwardVolunteer of the Year Award
Recipient Jan FrankumRecipient Jan FrankumRecipient Jan FrankumRecipient Jan FrankumRecipient Jan Frankum



The
Great
Egret

Formally known as the Common
or American Egret
One of the delights of using Stevens Creek
Trail is the privilege to observe wildlife up-
close. Reach 1 of the Trail, which begins close
to the Stevens Creek Tidal March and ends
at the La Avenida Trailhead, provides a prime
spot to observe the Great Egret. These mag-
nificent, large (39 inches), white birds can be
seen close to the Trail and marshes hunting
for small rodents, insects, frogs and fish.
These white herons have distinctive large yel-
low bills and glossy black legs and feet.
Thankfully, the Great Egret is now wide-
spread in wetland areas, and their popula-
tions have rebounded since they were almost
decimated by plume hunters in the early
1900’s. Their long, lacy feather plumes can be
observed during breeding season on the
egret’s back extending beyond the tail. We en-
courage you to spend some time watching
these beautiful birds while they stealthily for-
age. Seemingly unphased by passing bicy-
clists, walkers and joggers, the birds often
stand motionless and still-hunt their prey.
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Mountain View Approves Reach 4 Segment 2
The lucky folks living in and around Mountain View are already enjoying four miles of the
Stevens Creek Trail. On June 22, 2004, the Mountain View City Council approved the study
to continue the Trail across El Camino south to Mountain View High School. It will connect
where the Trail currently ends at Yuba Drive near Highway 85 and El Camino Real and follow
the creek as it crosses Highway 85 and then cross back over to the high school.

By approving the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and Mitigation measures, the
City may now begin developing construction documents and identifying funding for construc-
tion. In response to the over 250 comments received on the draft EIR, the Trail design and align-
ment has been modified to mitigate the impacts while retaining what will be a wonderful trail
experience. Now that the City Council has approved the final EIR, we are eager to see the City
pursue construction.

Be sure you are signed up on our Mountain View e-mail alert list to keep up with the
latest. Send an e-mail to: MVsignup@stevenscreektrail.org—or visit our website at
www.stevenscreektrail.org.

Cupertino Update
In September 2002, the Cupertino City Council accepted the Stevens Creek Trail Feasibility
Report. That document was the product of a year of analysis, public meetings of the Stevens
Creek Trail Task Force, and several neighborhood meetings. The Study recommended 7.7 miles
of off-street trails and on-street bicycle and pedestrian facilities within four study areas. These
study areas would connect Rancho San Antonio to Stevens Creek Boulevard, and Stevens
Creek Boulevard to Stevens Creek County Park. Since then, no specific action has been taken
to construct the Trail. However, last winter the Cupertino City Council affirmed its Goals
of 2004, one of which was support for multi-use trail through the Stevens Creek Corridor.

In January 2004, the City Council granted permission to the Cupertino Historical Society
to raise funds for restoration of several historic buildings in the Stevens Creek Corridor, in-
cluding the Stocklmeir House, barn and blacksmith shop.

The City of Cupertino has also been working on a Stevens Creek Corridor Master Plan. As
part of that process, Cupertino is working with the Santa Clara Valley Water District on a
plan for stream restoration. Cupertino expects to receive that report soon, at which time it
will be incorporated into the Master Plan.

If you’d like to see a trail developed in Cupertino’s Stevens Creek Corridor, let the Cupertino
City Council know it’s a priority for you. And support the Friends of Stevens Creek Trail!
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Trailblazer Race 2003—Sponsors and Contributors
AOL (America Online) • Avery Construction Company • Bank of Los Altos • Carl German Chiropractic • City of Mountain View
City of Cupertino • Chuck & Tori Atwell, Realtors • Cupertino Inn • Foothill Disposal • Gordon N. Ball, Inc. • Lockheed Martin/
Network of Volunteer Associates (NOVA) Program • Los Altos Family Chiropractic • Microsoft Corporation • Minton’s Lumber &
Supply • Northern California Drug Testing Center • O’Brien Group • Richard Lowenthal • Rudolph and Sletten, Inc. • SGI (Silicon
Graphics) • Star One Credit Union • Wal-Mart Foundation
Trailblazer Race 2003—Prizes and In-Kind Donations
Alpha-Graphics • Aaron Grossman • Bank of America • Blackberry React—Radio Communication Services • California Medical
Transport Ambulance Service • Grand Hotel/Cupertino Inn • Hobee’s (Taber Food Services) • C. J. Jones • City of Cupertino • City
of Mountain View • Computer History Museum • Courtyard by Marriott Palo Alto–Los Altos • John Brazil • KMVT—Channel 15
Linda Wegner • Microsoft • Milk Pail Market • Mountain View Voice • Page Creations • Peets Coffee, Los Altos • The Posh Bagel
Shoreline Golf Links • Trader Joe’s • Zone Perfect Nutrition Co.
Trailblazer Race 2003 Volunteers and Booth Participants too numerous to mention individually—Thank You!

Welcome
New Board Members!
Please help us welcome our new board
members:

Kathy Bettman from Mountain View
Dipti Pratt from Mountain View
Bill Sheppard from Sunnyvale

They bring a wealth of experience and tal-
ent to the organization. We look forward to
working with them to continue the Trail
upstream.
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TRAIL UPDATE

Thanks to Microsoft and all who made the Trailblazer Race 2003 a success.
We couldn’t have done it without you!
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Trailblazer Race 2004
Sunday, September 26th

Mark your calendar for a day of fun
for the entire family!

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

408-255-5780

Online Registration:
www.stevenscreektrail.org

Board of
Directors
John Brazil
President
vacant
Vice President
Aaron Grossman
Secretary
Tom Bornheimer
Treasurer
Directors
Kathy Bettman
Ross Heitkamp
Ray Meyer III
Julie Muir
Dipti Pratt
Bill Sheppard
Art Takahara
Linda Wegner

Susie Brain, Executive Director

The Trailblazer is a publication sponsored by the
Friends of Stevens Creek Trail. The Friends of
Stevens Creek Trail is a nonprofit 501 (C) (3)
organization. All contributions are tax-deduct-
ible to the extent allowed by law. The Friends of
Stevens Creek Trail promotes community pride
and involvement in the completion, enhance-
ment, and enjoyment of the Stevens Creek Trail
and Wildlife Corridor.

Thank You Thank You Thank You

Beverly Ainscow • Jean Albro • Matthew & Marcia Allen • America Online • Larry Ames • Corin Anderson • Eric Anderson • Rodney Angove
Anonymous • Emmy Arcolino • Chuck & Tori Atwell • Brian Avery • Gordon N. Ball, Inc. • Bank of Los Altos • Sherry & Peter Barba • Marian
Beard • Charles & Susan Bell • Tom Bornheimer • Peter Botsford • John J. Brazil • John M. Brazil • Cliff & Ronit Bryant
Don Burnett • Andres Buser • Mary and Richard Campione • Nancy Clayton • Reba Cohen • County of Santa Clara, Parks & Recreation
Kathleen Creger • Cupertino Inn • Cupertino National Bank • Allen & Barbara Cymrot • Donna Davies • Katja & Michael De Groot • Dick de
Losa • Ben DeBolt • Bill Delaney • Laurel E. Demain • Curt & Joan Demele • Karen DeMello • Martin Donald • Karen Dyce • Mersedeh
Eghdami • Samuel & Jan Feldman • Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund • Ed Fike • Foothill Disposal Co. • Leslie Fowler • Tom & Jan Frankum • Jim
Fulton • Genentech Employee Giving Program • Carl German Chiropractic • Mark Gerrior • Heidi Gerster • Ellen Gilkerson • Catherine
Godfrey & Martin Taillefer • Steve & Judy Gorin • Greater Bay Bancorp Foundation • Waldo Griffin • Aaron Grossman • Jody Hansen • Diane
& Steve Haze • Karen & Ross Heitkamp • Rick Heldebrant • Konrad Herman • Hewlett-Packard Employee Gift Matching • Don Hildenbrand
Robyn Holst • Rob Hurlston • John Inks • Lenore Jones • Paul Kageyama • Robert Karchevski • Bruce & Twana Karney • Beth & Peter Karpas
Robert Kirby • Anthony & Judith Kramer • Dean Kudlick • Remo Lanfranchi • Lawrence & Katherine Lang • Neil & Stacy Laughlin • Karen Linser
Edgar Lo • Kathleen Long • Los Altos Family Chiropractic • Julie B. Lovins • Richard & Ellen Lowenthal • Leanne Luna • Basil Ma • Alice
Martineau • Erin M. McCauley • John McCotter • Hugh McLaughlin • Robert Mead • William Mersman • Donald & Amelie Meyer • Ray
Meyer III • Microsoft Corporation Microsoft Giving Campaign • Bradley Miller • Dan & Micki Miller • Minton’s Lumber and Supply • Mary
Mourkas • Julie & Chuck Muir  • Tom Myers • A. D. Nessler • Anne & Sam Ng • Leslie & Anita Nichols • Lockheed Martin NOVA Program
The O’Brien Group • Carol & Steve Olson • Doug & Shirley Pearson • Peet’s Coffee Los Altos • Roberto & Dalia Perelman • Don & Joan Peterson
Betty & Reginald Pickett • Jean & Agnes Pommier • Dipti Pratt • John & Barb Puccinelli • Robert Reay • Diane Reedman • Michael Rogers
Lawrence Rosenberg • Alan Ross • Tom & Jann Rudkin • Rudolph & Sletten • Helen Rutt • D. Grover Sams • Rhonda Scherber Farrar • Patti
Schmitz • Aaron Schuman • Samuel Thomas Scott • Sean Seley • John Seyfarth • Bill Sheppard • SGI (Silicon Graphics) • Katrina Smathers
Scott Snedden • Matthew Solnit • Meghan Stanley • Star One Credit Union • Angie Steiner • Madeleine Stovel • Valerie Strickland • Andy
Sugamele • Art Takahara • The Milk Pail • John & Andrea Thomas • Rick Thomas • Trader Joe’s Mountain View • Bruce Turner • Mary Turner
Gilliland • Charles Utley • Wal-Mart Foundation • Robert Ward • Steven Wasserman • Don Weden (in memory of Jess Smith) • Linda Wegner
Thalia Welch • Gunnar Wennerberg • Chuck Whelen • Catherine Wilson • James Wingrove • Cupertino Federated Women’s Club • Dawn
Woo • Patricia Wood • Dale Yamamoto • Keith Yarwood
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