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Trailblazer Race Returns September 25th

Proceeds Benefit the Friends of Stevens Creek Trail

rallblazer Race

The fun and exciting 17th annual Trailblazer Race
and Trail Walk will be held on Sunday, September
25, on the scenic Stevens Creek Trail in Moun-
tain View, so save the date! The Friends” annual
fundraiser features both 10K and 5K races, a 5K
(3-mile) scenic trail walk and free kids’ events. All
proceeds benefit the nonprofit Friends of Stevens
Creek Trail.

The main race and walk events start at
8:30 a.m. sharp. They include a free race T-shirt
for all registered participants and are open to
everyone of any age who can safely participate.
Free age-appropriate children’s races start at

approximately 9:45 a.m. In addition, inflatable
mazes and games, face painting and a raffle draw-
ing are a big part of the festivities.

“This fun and family-friendly occasion is
carefully planned for all ages and experience
levels, from children to senior citizens, and from
first-timers to competitive athletes,” says Aaron
Grossman, executive director of the Friends. “We
love to put it on each year to get more people
outside for fun and healthy exercise and out on
the trail. It is all made possible by support from
the city of Mountain View, Presenting Sponsor
Microsoft Corporation and a number of other
generous sponsors.”

All events originate at the Microsoft campus,
1065 La Avenida Avenue in Mountain View. The
5K (3.1-mile) and 10K (6.2-mile) footraces are cer-
tified by the U.S. Track and Field Association and
officially timed. They head north on the trail to
Shoreline Park before returning back to campus
for a spirited finish in front of a crowd of cheering
onlookers. The more relaxing, non-competitive
and self-paced 5K (3.1-mile) trail walk enters Ste-
vens Creek Trail from the Microsoft campus and
heads south, away from the runners, through a
particularly scenic stretch of trail. Complimentary
food, water and Starbuck’s coffee (while it lasts!)
are provided.

This year’s free T-shirt will be adorned with the
2011 Trailblazer Race logo—a soaring Pelican—
created by local artist Bill Murray. (Participants in
free children’s events do not receive complimen-
tary T-shirts.) All registered participantsincluding
the children are eligible for a post-race drawing of
valuable prizes donated by race sponsors.

“Many adult and student volunteers are
needed to come early and help set up the event,
hand out food and water, guide participants
along the course, manage the kids’ events and
help clean up,” says Grossman. “Pre-registered
volunteers receive a free race T-shirt and, for the
first time, are eligible to become a member of
the Friends of Stevens Creek Trail. They simply
need to complete the attached form or a copy
to register as a volunteer, and either mail it in or
email us a copy.”

Runners and walkers are encouraged to sign
up in advance for a *5 discount. For the discount,
participants should mail the fully completed news-
letter registration form (or a copy) to the Friends
with a check by September 12, or register online
with a credit card at www.stevenscreektrail.org
by September 22. Businesses, organizations or
individuals can help sponsor the event or donate
prizes by emailing exec-dir@stevenscreektrail.org ox
calling 408-255-5780.

Since 1992 the Friends organization has been
dedicated to the completion, enhancement and
enjoyment of the trail and wildlife corridor. The
Trailblazer Race helps raise funds each year to
support the Friends’ work.

Registration Advance At Event
Adult 5K or TOK Race 25 $30
Adult 5K Trail Walk $10 $15
Youth® Race or Walk 10 $15

*Youth rates are for ages 19 and under.
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Annual Creek Clean-up Recovers Bags of Debris from

Swollen Stream

The Friends of Stevens Creek Trail, the city of Mountain View
and dozens of volunteers joined forces once again this spring
for another highly successful Stevens Creek Trail and Creek
Clean-up, one of the Friends’ biggest annual events.

Held on Saturday, April 16, the clean-up attracted a wide
range of participants, from individuals and families with young
children to corporate teams, including about a dozen from
Mountain View employer Blue Coat. The “Blue Earth” team,
with a strong commitment to community and the environment,
was an enormous help this year. Blue Coat even provided tasty
pizza for all the hungry volunteers!

Under the direction of the Mountain View Parks and Recre-
ation Department, the annual clean-up event is one of the many
ways the Friends organization and its volunteers give back to
the community. In just a few hours, workers help with weed-
ing or planting projects, repaint benches and signs and, most
important, haul dozens of bags of trash from the creek. Tennis

and golf balls, paint cans, beverage containers, sleeping bags,
old shoes and a seemingly endless supply of packing “peanuts” always seem

to head the list of recovered items.

This year, city officials would not allow volunteers to wade into the creek

because of high water levels, but they still managed to recover plenty of
debris, working from the creek’s bank. The trail itself, as usual, was quite
clean, a credit to its users and the volunteers who patrol the trail throughout
the year. This tends to confirm the Friends’ view that trail users generally do
not litter—and if they do, another trail user usually comes along to remove

the offending item.

The Friends would like to thank the city of Mountain View and the many
volunteers who helped make the 2011 clean-up successful. Thanks to you, the
Stevens Creek Trail and Wildlife Corridor remains one of the most pristine
and enjoyable outdoor experiences in the South Bay. Well done!

Friends Welcomes New Board Member Meghan Stawitcke

The Friends of Stevens Creek Trail welcomes
Meghan Stawitcke as its newest board member.
She is the daughter of Fritz and Andrea Stawitcke
and has one younger sister, Darian. Meghan
joined the Friends in January 2011, following
in the passionate and enthusiastic footsteps of
her father, Fritz Stawitcke, a board member who
passed away suddenly in December 2010.
Meghan is a Bay Area native, born and raised
in Sunnyvale. As a kid, she often biked along
the trail in Mountain View with her parents and
remembers many summer afternoons spent
outdoors. Meghan attended St. Francis High
School, where she was a member of the California
Scholarship Federation, National Honor Society,
and Yearbook, as well as a member of their soccer
and field hockey teams. She graduated from St.
Francis High School in 2000 and attended col-
lege at UCLA. Meghan pursued her love of field
hockey by playing four years on the club team and
majored in American Literature and Cultures.
She worked on campus throughout her school
career as well. After many enjoyable years, most
of which were spent on her bike since driving in

LA is always a last resort, she returned home to
the Bay Area in 2005.

When Meghan returned home, her father
was becoming more and more involved in his
community, both the Cherryhill Neighborhood
Association in Sunnyvale where he lived and
volunteered his time with the Friends of Stevens
Creek Trail. Fritz had a way of talking anyone into
happily volunteering alongside him, so Meghan
found herself attending Friends of Stevens Creek
Trail clean-up days and volunteering her time at
the annual Trailblazer Race. Meghan spent many
afternoons and evenings with her dad, learning
about the mission and goals of the Friends of
Stevens Creek Trail. When her dad unexpectedly
passed away, she was approached by the board
and asked if there was any interest in taking
on his position. Meghan did not hesitate and
eagerly agreed.

Meghan’s passion in joining the board is to
increase its presence on the internet, whether it
be through social media, blogs, or internet com-
munity groups. She also hopes to bring a youth-
ful energy and a fresh perspective to the board.

Meghan is actively involved in a league softball
and kickball team, and is pushing to bring aware-
ness of the Friends of Stevens Creek Trail and its
mission to her peers. Her hope s to increase usage
of the trail and widen the enthusiastic community
of supporters. She is very excited to be a part of
such a dynamic group of people and looks forward

to contributing in many different ways.

Interested in knowing more about
The Friends organization?
Volunteer opportunities?
Becoming a member?
Want to support trail activities
in your community?

For the latest, please check our website:

www.stevenscreektrail.org.

Thanks!



JCWG and City Updates

The Friends’ long-term goal of a continuous,
multi-use trail along Stevens Creek from San
Francisco Bay in Mountain View to the foothills
of Cupertino gained significant new momentum
in the 12 months since our last newsletter. As part
of the Joint Cities Working Group, officials from
the four cities along the creek—Mountain View,
Sunnyvale, Los Altos and Cupertino—continued
to meet on a quarterly basis to discuss ways to
move forward with this shared objective. Trail
progress was made by cities through both the
JCWG and independently.

Joint Cities Working Group

The Los Altos Stevens Creek Trail Feasibility Study
completed in 2008 made it apparent that, with the
creek being the border between different cities, the
plans for the remaining portion of the trail might
be compromised if restricted to being within a
single city. This led to the successful formation of
the Joint Cities Working Group, comprised of city
council and staff members from the four cities as
well as representatives from the Santa Clara Water
District and Santa Clara County Parks.

This past year, Sunnyvale has taken the lead
role with the primary effort focused on conduct-
ing a joint Stevens Creek Trail Feasibility Study
in order to determine a preferred route for the
trail, along with alternatives. We expect that a
consultant will be hired to conduct the feasibility
study, researching all possible routes and holding
public meetings to gather additional ideas and
opinions. Sign up on our website to insure you
will be notified.

In order to fund the study, the group
applied for many grants, but none was awarded
to them—Ilearning that funding is more readily
available for building trails, but not for planning
them. As a result, the JCWG has now decided to
scale back the feasibility study and fund it them-
selves. Thus far, Sunnyvale has come up with
$75,000 towards the study. The other cities have
each already done their own feasibility studies.
Nonetheless, Los Altos is contributing *12,500,
Cupertino is contributing *10,000 and Moun-
tain View is contributing *5,000. The Friends of
Stevens Creek Trail is also contributing *5,000
since thisis such avital part of completing the trail.

Mountdain View

With over 4.5 miles of the Stevens Creek Trail al-
ready being enjoyed, Mountain View continues to
work diligently to fulfill the dream of connecting
the San Francisco Bay to Skyline Ridge. Their cur-
rent work is well under way on the trail extension
from Sleeper Avenue, over Highway 85 to the cor-
ner of Dale Avenue and Heatherstone Way. Look
for work on the actual bridge over the freeway to
start in September. The extension is expected to
open in December 2011 and final landscaping
work to be completed by February 2012.

While this trail extension might be relatively
short, it breaks through a major barrier for pedestri-
ans and bicyclists—Highway 85. In addition to the
many commuters to Shoreline Business Park from
east of Highway 85 that will take advantage of this
safe crossing, scores of elementary school students
attending Huff Elementary School will also find this
to be a beautiful, safe and direct route to school.

Mountain View still has a plan to take the trail
to Mountain View High School, but this may be
years off. Recently, the first *483,060 of funding
was set aside towards the estimated ¥3,000,000
needed to complete the design of this segment.
No funding is yet available for the construction
of what s likely to be a rather expensive segment.
Mountain View also participates in the Joint Cit-
ies Working Group, along with Sunnyvale, Los
Altos, and Cupertino. The group is looking at
fully connecting the Stevens Creek Trail through
those cities and plans a feasibility study of the
possible connections. The outcome of this may
affect Mountain View’s own plans.

Mountain View remains active taking care of
its existing trail. They continue to explore gaining
access to the trail from the north side of El Camino
Real near the tunnel. The City also has plans to
replace the rotted boards on the bridge over the
railroad tracks and Central Expressway.

Many have probably noticed another pedes-
trian and bicycle bridge construction project, this
one over Highway 101 near Old Middlefield Way.
This is an extension of the Permanente Creek Trail
from the Shoreline area with a bridge over High-
way 101 and then a tunnel under Old Middlefield
way near Spring Street, not far from Crittenden
Middle School. We look forward to this addition
to Mountain View’s growing network of trails.

Trail Progress

Mountain View, Sunnyvale, Los Altos, Cupertino

Sunnyvale

Sunnyvale has continued its new-found enthusi-
asm for the Stevens Creek Trail by not only acting
aslead agency for the Joint Cities Working Group
feasibility study, but also procuring the bulk of the
funding for it. The study will be the first step in
finding the best route(s) to connect the Mountain
View and Cupertino sections of the trail. With
Sunnyvale’s leadership, and additional funding
and support from the other three cities in addition
to the Friends, the feasibility study should be fully
funded by the end of 2011.

Los Altos

Los Altos continues to support the Stevens Creek
Trail effort through their participation in the Joint
Cities Working Group. Council member Megan
Satterlee is representing Los Altos at those meet-
ings. Los Altos has also appropriated *12,500
from their general fund towards the Joint Cities
Working Group trail feasibility study.

Cupertino

Cupertino was proud to show off its 0.7 miles of
the Stevens Creek Trail to officials from Mountain
View, Sunnyvale, and Los Altos when it hosted the
May Joint Cities Working Group meeting. Also
showcased was the rerouted, restored, and reju-
venated Stevens Creek through Blackberry Farm.
The native plantings are thriving, so one would
never know it’s just three years since bulldozers
razed the abused landscape there.

A short trail from Scenic Circle crossing the
creek to Blackberry Farm was constructed this
spring and recently opened in June. This provides
cyclists and pedestrians with a low-stress access
from the west to Stevens Creek Trail, Blackberry
Farm, and McClellan Ranch Park. It also creates
asafer route to school for many students who live
west of the creek.

Plans to continue the trail north through the
Stocklmeir property to Stevens Creek Boulevard
moved to the front burner when a big state grant
came through last fall. The grant will help fund
both creek restoration and trail construction, with
work to be completed by 2013.



Trailblazer Race & Walk—Information & Registration
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Trailblazer Race

Pelican Race Logo by Bill Murray

Register Online

www.stevenscreektrail.org

10K and 5K Races
5K Trail Walk
Free Children’s Races

Festival Area

Free Car Parking

Secure Bicycle Parking

Sunday, September 25, 2011
1065 La Avenida, Mountain View

Start/Finish 1065 La Avenida, Mountain View at Microsoft
Campus. Exit Hwy. 101 at Shoreline; follow signs to La Avenida
(Bay side of 101). Events start at 8:30 a.m.

USATF Certified 5K and 10K Race Courses on scenic Stevens
Creek Trail & Shoreline Park, mostly asphalt for serious and
casual runners. Strollerfriendly.

5K Trail Walk (3 miles) on mostly flat, wheelchair-accessible
Stevens Creek Trail, with beautiful views of the Creek and
wildlife.

M/F Age Divisions 12 & under, 13-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49,
50-59, 60-69, 70+

Register Online at www.stevenscreektrail.org
Race Day registration opens 7:30 a.m. Events start 8:30 a.m.

Registration Fee Advance/Race Day
Adult 10K and 5K: $25/430
Adult 5K Trail Walk: $10/%15
Youth (19 & under) 10K and 5K, 5K Walk:#10/%15

Registered Participants & Volunteers Receive official
Trailblazer Race T-shirt, free food and drinks, plus entry in
postrace raffle for great prizes!

Free Children’s Races (no T-shirt) start about 9:45 a.m. near
the main stage.

To Volunteer or for Info: Contact the Friends at 408-255-5780
or ED@stevenscreekirail.org.

Thanks to our sponsors, the City of Mountain View, and
supporters, Mountain View Voice, Hobees, Starbucks, California
Medical Transport

Presenting Sponsor

Microsoft
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Mountain View

Official Entry Form — Mail before September 12 or bring with you on race day

Official entry—copies okay. Fill out COMPLETELY: one per person and sign waiver. Pre-Registration Adult Run $25/Walk $10; Youth 19 & under $10 Run or Walk. Race day $5 more!
Mail by 9/12 to: Friends of Stevens Creek Trail « 22221 McClellan Road « Cupertino, CA 95014

Official Use NEWSLETTER
LAST NAME
FIRST NAME Check here to become a member I:I
ADDRESS APT #
CITY STATE ZIP -
E-MAIL | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
ADULT
PHONE | | | | | | | T-SHIRTSIZE | S L | XL Check Payable to FOSCT enclosed for $

F

Scoring requires age & gender! Gender: M Age Circle Event: 10K Run 5K Run 3 mi Walk Volunteer Free Children’s Races (no shirt)

WAIVER: In consideration of your accepting this entry, and intending to be legally bound by the agreement, I, for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, do hereby waive and release any and all rights and/or damages that may
accrue against the Friends of Stevens Creek Trail, Shoreline Park, the City of Mountain View, and Microsoft Corporation, their subsidiaries, and their respective directors, officers, and employees for any and all injuries that may be suffered
by me as a result of my participation in the Friends of Stevens Creek Trail Trailblazer Race on September 25, 2011 or en route to or from the event. | attest and verify that | am physically fit and have sufficiently trained for the completion
of the event and a medical person has not advised me otherwise. | hereby grant full permission to any and all of the foregoing to use my name and likeness in any broadcast, telecast, or print media of the event without compensation
to me. | understand that entry fees and numbers are non-transferable. | acknowledge that | have read and understand all of the above. ~ ALL ENTRANTS MUST SIGN WAIVER.

(Parent/Guardian if entrant is under 18) 2> SIGNATURE DATE
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’ N\ The past year has again
been a good one for Stevens
/ / Creek Trail and its Friends.
[ Cupertino has continued with
trail work, opening new access to
the existing trail and approving an extension.
Mountain View is well underway with their next
trail extension over Highway 85. And the Joint
Cities Working Group continues to work within
financial constraints to commission a feasibility
study for connecting the Mountain View and
Cupertino trails through Sunnyvale and/or Los
Altos. Check out the other articles for details on
all these activities.

The Friends of Stevens Creek Trail organization
continues to adapt to our changing requirements.
Sadly, welost a valued and loved Sunnyvale board
member, Fritz Stawitcke, to a stroke at the end

> President’s Corner

Greetings to All of Our Friends of Stevens Creek Trail

of 2010. Since then, one of his two daughters,
Meghan, has joined our board to continue rep-
resenting Sunnyvale’s interests, alongside two
other Sunnyvale board members. We continue
to seek additional represention for Los Altos and
Cupertino, so if you or someone you know from
either city is interested in helping the trail be built,
please contact us! A great way to find out more is
to visit our booth at an Art and Wine Festival or
at our annual Trailblazer Race or to attend one of
our monthly board meetings.

We are excited to announce a new recognition
for our dedicated supporters. For years, people
have wondered how to become a member, but
we haven’t had such an official distinction until
now. Members gain the title of Friend (with a
capital “F”). One may become a member by simply
making a donation each year of either volunteer

time or money. In the future, we hope to add
some perks to go along with the bragging rights
of being a Friend.

I have been enjoying the nice weather that
finally came to the area by using the trail a lot
this year. [ am very happy to see that a great many
others are also using the trail for commuting,
recreation and just relaxing. There may yet come a
day where we have to start working on additional
trail lanes to handle all the users! In the meantime,
let me remind you to have a bit of patience and
observe good trail etiquette. Let’s keep each other
safe and having a good time, even if it means slow-
ing down just a bit.

Ross Het

president@stevenscreektrail.org
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In Fond Memory of Volunteer of the Year

Fritz Stawitcke

L

Maya Angelou famously said, “I've learned that
people will forget what you said, people will
forget what you did, but people will never forget
how you made them feel.” This year, the Board
of Directors of the Friends of Stevens Creek Trail
is honored to present the Volunteer of the Year
Award to a man who has left a lasting and inspir-
ing impression on every person he ever met.
Frederick “Fritz” Stawitcke was a member of the
board of the Friends of Stevens Creek Trail since
2009, but an enthusiastic volunteer long before
that. In December of 2010, Fritz suddenly and
unexpectedly passed away. Coincidentally, he had
just been unanimously voted Vice President.

Fritz was always passionate about his com-
munity, whether it be his Cherryhill Neighbor-
hood involvement in Sunnyvale or his wider
involvement with the Friends of Stevens Creek
Trail throughout the Silicon Valley. Fritz was first
introduced to the organization through Anne Ng.
Originally helping out at the annual Trailblazer
Race by hauling around props and equipment,
Fritz quickly became an indispensable volunteer.
His easy-going attitude and eagerness to help with
even the least desirable tasks was admired and
appreciated by all.

As Fritz became a more avid cyclist, he also
began to advocate more on behalf of the Friends.
On any given weekend, you would find Fritz
and his wife Andrea, and sometimes also their
daughters Meghan and Darian, taking leisurely
bike rides along the trail. Fritz’ enthusiasm for
the Friends was contagious, and he often brought
along his family to Friends events, such as creek
clean-up days or the Trailblazer Race. His wife and
daughters have fond memories of helping out at
the 2010 Race together as a family.

As a board member, Fritz was quick to offer
rational and objective opinions; he always strived
to present both sides of an issue, and his opinion
was valued highly. He was passionate about his
city, Sunnyvale, and worked tirelessly to involve
not only the people but also the City Council in
the furthering of the Friends’ mission. He had

friends within City Council with whom he often
chatted about the latest developments along the
trail, and he was always quick to share a fact or a
story about the benefits of developing the trail.
Fritz brought his wit, charm, and seemingly
boundless energy to every activity he engaged in,
and was so much fun to be around. His presence
was so positive and strong that it is still hard to
believe he is gone. We will miss him deeply and

think of him often.

Before you recycle,
perhaps you have a friend who
would like to read about the
Friends of Stevens Creek Trail.
Please pass it on!




Friends of Stevens Creek Trail
22221 McClellan Road
Cupertino, CA 95014

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

408-255-5780

Online Registration:
www.stevenscreektrail.org

Trailblazer Race 2011
Sunday, September 25th

Mark your calendar for a day of fun
for the entire family!
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