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B yT rrE nN v C a R N sy

B uild ing  a  tra il a long  S te ve ns C re e k
cou ld  be  a  re a l possib ility  in  S unnyva le
fo llow ing  the  council's  de cis ion  to  pe r-
m a ne ntly e nd the  city's tra il ba n. T he  city
council una n im ously  a gre e d  on  D e c.8  to
a m e nd the  city's G e ne ra l P la n w ith a  pol-
icy  supportive  o f a  ne w  tra ils ,  e nd ing  a  1 5 -
y e a r  b a n  p ro h ib it in g  th e  c re a tiq n  o f
p a th w a y s  in  th e  a re a .  i

T h e  n e w  p o lic y  m e a n s  S u n n y v a le
cou ld  be  pa rt o f a  re g iona l p la h  to  bu ild  a
pa thw a y a long  S te ve ns C re e k.

A lth o u g h  th e  c o u n c il a p p ro v e d  th e
a m e ndm e nt w ord ing , to  be com e  a n  o ffi-
c ia l a m e n d m e n t to  th e  G e n e ra l P la n ,  it
h a s  to  g o  th ro u g h  tw o  p u b lic  h e a r in g s
a nd  the n 'ha s to  be  form a lly  a dopte d .

T he  de cis ion  com e s n ine  m onths a fte r
th e  c o u n c il te m p o ra r ily  l if te d  th e  tra il
b a n  to  c o lle c t c o m m u n ity  fe e d b a c k  o n
b u ild in g  a  c o n n e c to r  tra il th ro u g h  th e
city .  D uring  tha t tim e ,  the  c ity  fo rm e d
the  S te rre ns C re e kT ia il S ubcom m itte e ,
which include sV ice  M a yor C hris M oyla n
a nd  council m e m be rs M e linda  H a m ilton
a n d  D a v id W h ittu m ,  to  d e c id e  w h e th e r
to  include  a  S te ve ns C re e kT ha il po licy  in
the  c ity 's  G e ne ra l P la n .

IJnde r the  ne w  po licy ,  the  c ity  w ill
"support p ro life ra tion  o f m ulti-use  tra ils
w ith in  S unnyva le ,  a nd  the ir conne ction
to  re g io n a l tra ils ,  in  o rd e r  to  p ro v id e
e n h a n c e d  a c c e s s  to  o p e n  s p a c e ,  to  p ro -
m ote  a lte rna tive  tra nsporta lion  options,
a nd  to  incre a se  re cre a tiona l opportun i-
t ie s ,  w h ile  b a la n c in g  th o s e  n e e d s  w ith

T ra ils
C o n tin u e d  fro m .  p a g e  I

p re s e rv a t io n  o f  n a tu ra l  h a b i ta t ,
p u b lic  sa fe ty ,  a n d  th e  q u a lity  o f life
in  re s id e n t ia l  n c ig h b o rh o o d s . "

T h e  n e w  p o licy  a p p e a re d  to  g a r-
n e r  m u c h  p u b lic  s u p p o r t  a t  th e
D e c . 8  p u b lic h e a r in g .

"I  th in k  i t 's  p re t ty  c le a r  th a t  th is
is  th e  k in d  o f  p o lic y  th a t  S u n n y -
va le  re s id e n ts  w ish  to  h a ve  g u id in g
y o u r  d e c is io n s  a s  a n y  fu tu re  in it ia -
t iv e  is  d e v e lo o e d . " s a id  K e v in
J a c k s o n ,  c h a if  o f  th e  B ic y c le
P e d e s tr ia n  A d v is o ry  C o m m is s io n .

"F ro m  a  s itu a t io n  th a t  s ta r te d ,  I
th in k ,  o n  a  b a d  fo o t  in  a n  in f la m e d
m a n n e r , w e  h a v e  re a l ly  g o tte n  to  a
co m m u n ity  b u ild in g ,  co n stru ctive
p ro ce ss ,  a n d  I  s in ce re ly  th a n k  e a ch
o f yo u  fo r it, " sa id  M a ria n n e  C a li,
w h o  l iv e s  n e a r  th e  c re e k  a n d  w a s
a m o n g  n e ig h b o rs  w h o  w e re  c o n -
ce rn e d  a b o u t p ro te ctin g  th e  n a tu -
ra l  c re e k  h a b ita t  a s  w e ll  a s  r ig h ts
o f n e a rb y  p ro p e rty  o w n e rs .

T h e  F r ie n d s  o f  th e  S te v e n s
C re e k  T ia i l  a ls o  s u p p o r te d  th e
p o licy  p ro p o sa l.

A f te r  c o u n c il  h e a rd  te s t im o n y
in  fa v o r  o f  th e  re c o m m e n d a t io n
b y se ve ra l co m m u n ity  m e m b e rs ,  it
v o te d  u n a n im o u s ly  to  a m e n d  th e
G e n e ra l  P la n .

T h e  p o lic y  d o e s  n o t  a d d re s s
n e ig h b o rh o o d  co n ce rn s  a b o u t th e

is s u e  o f  e m in e n t  d o m a in .
"C e r ta in ly  th e re  is  n o  in te n t io n

o n  a n y o n e 's  p a r t  to  ta k e  a n y  p r i -
v a te  p ro p e r ty  fo r  s o m e th in g  l ik e
th is  t ra i l  o r  a n y  o th e r  h y p o th e t ic a l
t ra i l . " M o y la n  s a id  a l 'L e r  o n e  re s i -
d e n t  b ro u g h t  u p  th e  is s u e .

T ra i l  d is c u s s io n s  h a v e  a ls o
c ro s s e d  c i ty  b o rd e rs  in  rc c e n t
w e e k s .  S u n n y v a le  is  n o rv  a n  a c t iv e
p a r t ic ip a n t  in  t ra i l  m e e t in g s  w ith
s u r ro u n d in g  c i t ie s ,  in c lu d in g
M o u n ta in  V ie w .  C u p e r t in o .  L o s
A lto s  a n d  th e  S il ic o n V a lle y W a te r
D is tr ic t ,  w h ic h  a re  w o rk in g  to
b u i ld  a  re g io n a l  p a th w a y  a lo n g
S te v e n s  C re e k .  M o u n ta in  V ie w  is
s la te d  to  c o m p le te  th e  n e x t  p o r -
t io n  o f  i ts  t ra i l  in  2 0 1  1 ,  a n d  C u p e r -
tin o  h a s  o p e n e d  p o rtio n s  o f a  tra il.

S unnyva le  is the  le a d a ge ncy a s the
citie s a pply jointly for a  gra nt to fund
a  fe a sibility study for the  S unnyva le
portion of the  tra il.S unnyva le  would
conne ct the  dots be twe e n C upe rtino
a n d  M o u n ta in V ie w .

A  s tu d y  c o u ld  ta k e  a  y e a r  a n d
w o u ld  id e n t ify  p o s s ib le  t ra i l
ro u te s .T h e  c itie s  a re  co lla b o ra tin e
to  in c re a s e  th e  c h a n c e s  o f  re c e iv l
in g  fu n d in g  fo r a  s tu d y .

"T h e re  is  n o th in g  im m in e n t ly
a b o u t  to  h a p p e n  w ith  th e  S te v e n s
C re e k  T ia i l . " M o v la n  s a id .

S ta ff w ill re v ie w  th e  p o licy  a n d
th e  p la n n in g  co m m iss io n  w ill h o ld
a  p u b lic  h e a rin g  in  a d d itio n  to  c ity
co u n cil b e fo re  th e  n e w  p o licv  is
o ffic ia lly  a d o p te d .
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