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In the early 1960 s, Mo u n tain View was an

a g r i c u l t u ral town. Fo r ty years of susta i n e d

g rowth has transformed it into a major re s i-

d e n tial and employment center in the heart of

t o d ay ’s Silicon Va l l e y. Regional tra n s p o r tati o n

p lanners report that the daily influx of

commuters from surrounding communiti e s

doubles the city ’s wo rk f o rce. In the No r t h

Bays h o re Area alone, 16,000 employees come

to wo rk each morning at the NA SA-A m e s

Re s e a rch Center and la rge high tech compa-

nies such as Silicon Graphics (SGI) and Su n

Mi c ro s ys t e m s.

The new St e vens Creek Trail gives many of

these commuters the option to bicyc l e, skat e,

jog or walk to wo rk. Si n ce 1992, almost $3

million in Tra n s p o r tation En h a n cements (TE)

awa rds have helped complete two segments of

a four-phase trail plan. Mo u n tain Vi e w ’s 6-m i l e

s e c tion of the 34-mile St e vens Creek Tra i l

p rovides safe travel links between re s i d e n ti a l

n e ig h b o rh o o d s, jobs and sch o o l s.

F O UR  PHA SE S  OR  “ R E ACHE S” O F T RA I L

D E V E LO P M E N T

The re c o m m e n d ation of the 1992 trail mas-

ter plan to segment development into Re a ch e s

has pro ved key to keeping the project moving

o ver its multi-year time fra m e. Ea ch Re a ch

was scoped to begin and end at a deve l o p e d

s chool or park and to connect to the city ’s on-

s t reet system of bike lanes and sidewa l k s. Th i s

e n s u red that each Re a ch had its own integrity

in the event that the whole trail could not be

completed. 

Re a ch One provides direct access to a 700-

a c re re c re ation and wildlife conservation are a

t h at is visited by more than a million people

a n n u a l l y. It also passes

t h rough the expanding No r t h

Bays h o re commercial are a

wh i ch includes six million

s q u a re feet of developed office

s p a ce and a cinema complex.

Re a ch Two is the only safe bicycle and

pedestrian access route that “bridges” the bar-

rier of U. S. 101, an eight lane expre s s way.

Utilizing an underpass next to the creek, it

connects city dwe l l e r s, 95 percent of wh o m

l i ve south of 101, with the North Bays h o re

c o m m e rcial area and park, located north of

the hig h way. 

Re a ch Th ree, funded in part with two TE

awa rd s, was the most costly. It includes multi-

ple bridges and underpasses crossing the

c reek and major hig h ways, and a 1,100-f o o t

bridge spanning an expre s s way and four ra i l

l i n e s. This Re a ch passes through Mo u n ta i n

Vi e w ’s downtown business district, and is

d i rectly adja cent to the new transit ce n t e r

wh e re intermodal travelers can cat ch a com-

muter train, light rail tro l l e y, or local bus.

Re a ch Four extends through 40 acres of

open space, linking re s i d e n tial neig h b o rh o o d s

to an elementa ry school and a high school. It

will use a third TE awa rd to ta ke the trail ove r

a busy free way. The local mat ch has bee n

d e voted to repairing the cree k ’s riparian habi-

tat and floodplain area, wh i ch was extensive l y

damaged during road construction in prior

d e ca d e s. 

Outside of Mo u n tain View the trail will

extend eight more miles through the commu-

n i ties of Su n n y va l e, Los Altos and Cu p e r ti n o,

then another 20 miles, to the top of the Sa n ta

Cruz Mo u n ta i n s. When completed the

St e vens Creek Trail will link these Si l i c o n

Valley communities to the Pacific Ocean, Bay

A rea Ridge Trail and San Francisco Bay Tra i l .

L E S S ONS LEARN E D

The existence of an effecti ve local citi z e n

g ro u p, The Friends of the St e vens Cree k

Trail, was essential to the tra i l’s succe s s. Th e i r

list of over 5,000 trail supporters we re ro u ti n e-

ly rallied for public hearings and ribbon-

c u tti n g s. An annual 10k community run,

combined with a nat u re walk for families and

k i d s, raised thousands of dollars to support

their wo rk and promote the trail vision in the

c o m m u n i ty. Nu m e rous corporate sponsors

and a gift catalog raised over $35 , 000 for tra i l

a m e n i ti e s. Their policy to publicly advo cat e

only for full completion of the trail, and not

ta ke positions on parti c u lar alignment opti o n s

or design soluti o n s, minimized politi ca l

h e a d a ch e s. When fa ced with concerns ra i s e d

by adja cent pro p e r ty owners or neig h b o rh o o d

g roups at public mee ti n g, The Fr i e n d’s consis-

tently open-minded appro a ch on how the tra i l

goes through, avoided putting city officials in

a position of having to choose whether or not

the trail would go thro u g h .

SU M M A RY

The St e vens Creek Trail and Wi l d l i f e

Co rridor cre ates viable tra n s p o r tation opti o n s

for the residents of Mo u n tain View and daily

commuters to the area. Developing a long-

term vision and enlisting public support fro m

the beginning helped pro d u ce this importa n t

link to multiple community re s o u rce s. 
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